Calgary Christian School
Grade 9 Social Studies Course Outline 2015-16
Issues for Canadians – Opportunities and Challenges in Governance & Economics

Teacher:  Mr. McMann

Course Description: In Canada we have life pretty good when compared to other places around the world. We often take the smoothness of life here for granted and give little thought to how everything works or who is in charge of it. In Social Studies we will be taking a closer look at this and other questions. Such questions as: Is free speech in Canada really free?  If students can’t vote why should they care about the government?  Why do we have a Prime Minister and the USA has a President? If Christians are supposed to take care of the poor, why do we spend so much time and money shopping? If Canadian soldiers died in WWI and WWII to keep democracy in countries like Canada, why do only 6 out of every 10 Canadians vote? Is it okay for Christians to take political action, join a rally or protest?  If the media reports on something, is it true?  How do you know?
		Through lots of dialogue, thinking, questioning and reading, the goal of this course is to wrestle with our Canadian governance and economics.  How do these large societal institutions become meaningful in the life of a teen?  How does our faith relate to our Canadian citizenship and identity?  

Resources: The primary resources will be the textbook, local newspapers and a variety of online material

Lychak, Patricia;  Gerrits, Darrell;  Nogue, Alain and Parsons, Jim. (2008)  
Issues for Canadians.  Nelson Education Ltd. Toronto, Ontario

Units Covered:
PRE UNIT: Map/Geography Skills

1. Governance and Rights
a. Structure of Government
b. Youth Criminal Justice System
c. The Charter of Rights
d. Immigration
2. Economic Systems in Canada and the USA
a. Economic Systems
b. Social Programs, Taxation and Government Intervention



Assessment for each term:
Character Development– attitude, respect toward others, enthusiasm, participation
Daily Assignments  - homework and smaller assignments
Tests and quizzes
Projects and Major Assignments – individual & group projects, essays, speeches
Homework checks/journal entries/formative work
PAT

Final Grade:
Semester marks 			(80%)
	Tests 			30%
	Quizzes			20%
		(Chapter Check-ups, Vocabulary Quizzes etc.)
	Assignments/Projects 	50%
	
Provincial Achievement Test 	(20%) 

Necessary supplies…please make sure you have these at all times.
Binder
Dividers ( Notes/daily work, vocabulary, tests/quizzes/projects)
looseleaf paper
pencil
eraser
blue or black pen
glue
pencil crayons
ruler
(we will do a variety of projects that will require some supplies that you need to bring from home…I’ll let you know)

Expectations for anything handed in:
Your best effort…always (otherwise it may not be accepted)
Name – on front, at the top
Title – on front, at the top
Neatly hand written or typed in black or blue ink
Questions are to be answered in complete sentences unless otherwise indicated.
